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108 STAT. 
1994 4409 
) IMPLEMENTATIO report 
Ds IN GENE Section 1848(c)(2) to the 
(C)( U Commit 
Syewlaaray(ch is amended— tee 
) hv inserting for the service for on 
vears hefore 199 gh Finance 
before ' bias toll, of the 
(2 hw striking the period at the Senate 
end of siihclall and the 
(II) and inserting a comma, and Committ 
(C) bv addina after and below ee on 
subclause (II) the Ways 
followina: ee 
"and for vears heainnina with 1998 Means 
based on the rel- and the 
ative practice exnense resources Commit 
reheat in urnishing tee on 
e service Ener 
(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENT|=section aaa 
1848(c)(3(CXii) (42 Commer 
U.S.C. 1395w-4(c)(3XC) (ii) is amended by ce of 
strikina he vrac- the 
tice" and inserting #For years before 1998, the House 
ractice". O 
(4) APPLICATION OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS Represe 
n imvlementina ves 
the amendment made by paragraph (XC), oad 
the See (int) a ‘al 
te (i)(T1) snd (iii) of section 1848(c)(2) ) 
B) of the Social 
ecuritv Act shall apvly in the same the 
manner as thev avnvlv data 
to adiustments under clause (ii) (1) of such neces 
section. ssary 
SEC. 122. GEOGRAPHIC COST/OF PRACTICE INDEX to ; 
REFINEMENTS. revie 
(a) REOUIRING CONSULTATION WITH aad 
REPRESENTATIVES OF revis 
PHYSICIANS IN reas G GEOGRAPHIC e the 
ADIUSTMENT FACT indic 
Section 1848(ev(1i( ) (42 U.S.C. 1895w- 4(e) es 
(1)(O) is amended bv estab 
strikina Eshall review" and inserting "shall} lishe 
in oe WwW a fon 
appropriate representatives of physicians, 
reviewll. une 
(b) USE O OST RECENT DATA IN GEOGRAPHIC secti 
ADIUSTMENT aa 
Section 1848(e)(1) (42 U.S.C. 1395w- 4(e)(D) is 1848 
amended bv addina (e)(1) 
at the end the following new subpvafaatavh: (A) of 
USE OF RECENT DATA n the 
establishina indices Socia 
and index values under this 
paraarabh. the Secretarv shall aera 
use the most recent data available ee 
relatina to practice Act 
expenses. malpractice exnenses. _and aa 
phvsician work elflfort : 
in different fee schedule ar ” 
(c)REPORT ON REVIEW PROCESS ot later (5) 
than 1 vear after the 
the date of the enactment of this Act! the sharell 
Secretary of Health allocated 


and Human Services shall study and 


to 


physicians’ work effort), prac- ; 
tice exvenses (other than malpractice 
expenses). and mal- 

pigeute expenses: | 

6) the weiahts assigned to the 
input components of 
such sMares: ana 

(C) the index values assigned to 
such components: ai 

(7) anv limitations on th availability 
of data necessary. ste 
to review and revise such indices at least 
exer three vears: ; 

8) wavs of addressing such 
limitations, with particular ; 
attention to the development of alternative 
data sources for : 
input comvonents for which current index 
values are based 
on data collected less ffequently than every 
three years: and 
(9) the costs of developing more 
accurate and timely data. 
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